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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing  Accessories 


Carpet  Bag 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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219  S.  Warner  Street 

WOODBURY,  N.  J. 

Woodlury  2-0227-J 


November  6,  1946 


Mr,  Louis  A.  Yifarren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

One  of  my  very  elderly  clients  has  in  his  possession  a  carpet  bag 

and  a  revolver  he  claims  is  the  property  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

He  further  claims  the  said  carpet  bag,  with  contents,  was  handed  him 
by  Llrs.  Lincoln,  who  took  it  from  beneath  the  President's  bed  on  the 
night  he  was  shot  and  immediately  after  the  President  was  placed  in 
the  bed  on  which  he  died. 

He  also  claims  to  have  a  section  of,  or  piece  of  a  flag  torn  from  a 
corner  of  a  historic  flag  now  in  one  of  the  National  Museums  in 
Washington. 

I  have  seen  the  carpet  bag  and  the  revolver  which  has  engraved  on  it 
"A.  Lincoln". 

Would  you  knoviT  if  such  things  as  these  might  have  been  existent  and 
lost?  If  they  ever  were  possessions  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  would  you  know 
of  any  reference  to  these  in  your  records? 

Should  they  be  of  any  antique  or  historical  value,  I  am  in  a  most 
excellent  position  to  negotiate  for  them.    One  of  the  conditions,  however, 
is  that  they  must  be  owned  by  some  private,  patriotic  or  public  musexim. 

I  heard  you  when  you  talked  in  Phila.  at  Rotary  last  year,  and  wanted  to 
talk  to  you  then,  but  time  did  not  permit.    I  would  appreciate  yoiir 
reaction  to  this  little  story. 


JVL:H 


CONCERT        VAUDEVILLE        RADIO        HOTELS        BANQUETS        PRIVATE  FUNCTIONS 
COMPLETE  CONVENTION  PROGRAM  SERVICE 


Hovember  11,  19^6 


Mr.  James  V.  Lou^iran 
li»l8  Valnut  Street 
Philadelphia,  2,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mr.Idughran: 

Our  files  do  not  present  any  Information  about  the 
carpet  bag  vhlch  you  maitlon,  neither  do  ve  find  any  statement 
with  reference  to  a  revolver  with  Lincoln's  name  engraved 
upon  it,  so  T  fear  we  will  not  be  able  to  assist  you  very 
much  in  your  attempt  to  verify  the  autLentlolty  of  the 
Lincoln  items jou  have  mentioned. 

Possibly  you  might  ask  the  owner  if  at  any  time  he 
gave  to  any  new8pei)er  reporters  statement  about  these  items 
and,  if  so,  it  would  be  interesting  to  acquire  the  copy  of 
the 

Regretting  we  cannot  be  of  assistance  to  you,  we  are 

Yours  very  truly, 


LftV:EB  Director 


Abe  Lincoln's 
Car)j>et  Bag 
Becomes  Relic 

:6y  BOB  HOLTON 

Port  IPrevorton,  Pa. — Wl— When 
Levi  Fi/iher  died  33  years  ago  he 
left  a  legacy  to  this  central 
Pennsy'ivania  community — a  car- 
pet bai*  which  residents  of  the 
area  "b  elieve  beyond  doubt"  once 
belonge  d  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  bag  is  multi-colored  and 
has  leather  hand  straps  and  a  big 
brass  1  ock  plate.  It  is  worn  and 
tired  lt»oking.  But  to  inhabitants 
of  this  area  "it  is  a  real  relic  of 
the  gniat  Abraham  Lincoln." 

rishi3r  Was  in  an  Army  hospital 
near  Iljcljmond,  Va.,  recovering 
from  i;he  loss  of  his  right  leg 
during  ,  the  Civil  War  battle  of 
Cold  liarbor,  M'hen  he  acquired 
the  bag. 

Dr.  jDonald  A.  Cadzow,  execu- 
tive (jbector  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  and  Museum  Commis- 
sion, says: 

"The  museum  would  be  glad  to 
accept,  the  bag  and  display  it. 


MEMENTO  .  .  .  Allen 
Sechrist  and  Lincoln's  car- 
pet bag. 

From  the  list  of  persons  who 
claim  the  bag  is  authentic  and 
from  the  historical  dates  connect- 
ed with  its  reported  transferral 
to  Fisher,  I  myself  would  say  the 
story  is  true." 

Fisher's  daughter-in-law,  Mrs. 
Charles  Fisher,  of  nearby  Selins- 
grove,  said  Levi  Fisher  used  to 
give  this  account  of  the  bag: 

"Lincoln  came  into  the  hospital 
on  a  visit  and  saw  that  pop  (Levi) 
was  feeling  pretty  low  about  los- 
ing his  leg  and  that  he  did  not 
have  any  bag  in  which  to  carry 
his  personal  effects  when  he 
would  be  sent  home.  The  Presi- 
dent gave  him  his  own  bag  and 
wished  him  God  speed." 

The  bag  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Allen  Sechrist,  88,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace. 


SECHRIST  SAYS  that  when 
Fisher  returned  home  he  was 
without  funds  and  gave  the  bag 
to  Conrad  Fetter,  a  cobbler,  in 
exchange  for  a  shoe  for  his  left 
foot. 

Fetter  was  Sechrisfs  grand- 
father and  since  that  time  the 
bag  has  been  in  the  family. 

"I  have  had  some  United  States 
congressmen  and  many  other  peo- 
ple asking  me  over  the  years  to 
give  the  bag  to  some  museum," 
Sechrist  said. 

"But  I'm  keepin  gthe  bag  right 
here  in  my  famUy.  I  don't  want 
to  sell  or  give  it  away." 

Col.  Henry  W.  Shoemaker,  chief 
folklorist  for  the  state  historical 
and  museum  commission,  says  he| 
would  be  "very  much  inclined  to 
believe  that  the  bag  is  a  real 
Lincoln  treasure." 

"There  are  too  many  dates  and 
oral  facts  known  by  too  many  peo- 
ple for  the  story  to  be  taken 
lightly,"  he  says. 

*  *  * 

DURING  THE  last  30  years  the 
bag  has  been  displayed  at  various 
civic  events.  Older  residents  of 
the  area  are  quick  to  admit  they 
have  no  written  evidence  that 
Fisher  came  by  the  bag  directly 
through  Lincoln  but  they  say: 

"If  you  knew  Levi  Fisher,  you 
couldn't  help  but  believe  the  bag 
is  the  real  McCoy." 

Fisher  was  born  in  1843  and 
entered  the  Union  army  at  the 
age  of  21.  He  died  in  1922  at 
the  age  of  80.  He  served  one 
term  as  Snyder  county  treasurer 
in  1891  and  was  widely  known  in 
the  community. 
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Civil  War 
relics 

For  collectors,  it's  the  war  to 
outsell  all  other  wars 

BY  DAN  GUTMAN 

POOR  WILMER  MCLEAN.  Rob- 
ert E.  Lee  and  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
had  barely  stepped  out  of  McLean's 
Appomattox  home  on  the  afternoon  of 
April  9,  1865,  when  the  scavenging 


grabbing  the  chairs.  Upholstery  was 
sliced  from  sofas.  Candlesticks, 
inkstands,  even  a  doll  that  belonged  to 
McLean's  daughter.  Lulu,  disappeared. 

Civil  War-collecting  mania  began 
on  that  memorable  day,  and  125  years 
later  it's  a  continuing  fascination. 
"There's  a  mystique  about  that  war," 
says  Mark  Brower,  a  history  buff  and 
phone-company  investigator  who  lives 
in  Remington,  Virginia.  "It  was  the 
only  time  Americans  fought  Ameri- 
cans. It  was  the  first  time  in  history 
that  ordinary  soldiers  were  literate 
enough  to  record  their  feelings  about 
the  war  and  the  battles  they  fought.  It 
brought  an  end  to  slavery  and  cost 
some  600,000  lives." 


Michigan,  and  Brower  has  the  guns, 
sabers,  buttons  and  discharge  papers 
to  prove  it.  (Few  moms  ever  threw 
away  their  sons'  war  memorabilia.) 
Besides  the  sentimental  attachment, 
however,  collecting  Civil  War  items 
has  become  an  excellent  investment. 


I 


began.  Union  general  Philip  Henry 
Sheridan  thrust  $20  at  McLean  and 
grabbed  the  table  Grant  had  used  to 
write  the  terms  of  surrender.  General 
William  Ord  snatched  the  table  where 
Lee  had  sat  and  gave  McLean  $40. 

McLean  flung  the  money  on  the 
floor  and  told  the  generals  to  leave  his 
furniture  alone,  but  it  was  too  late. 
Souvenir-hungry  soldiers  were  already 


Photograph  Wall. 

Indeed,  interest  in  the  conflict 
reached  a  new  peak  last  fall,  when  the 
Public  Broadcasting  System  presented 
a  nine-part  documentary.  The  Civil 
War.  It  became  PBS's  most-watched 
television  series  ever. 

One  of  those  viewers  was  Brower, 
who  has  a  personal  interest  in  the  war: 
His  great-grandfather  George  Holton 
fought  for  Company  H,  18th  Corps, 


T'S  TURNING  INTO  a  stock  ex- 
change," says  Rex  Bailey,  proprietor 
of  the  Cedar  Creek  Relic  Shop  in 
Middletown,  Virginia.  Bailey  is  so 
confident  that  Civil  War  memorabilia 
will  increase  in  value  that  his  shop  has 
a  standing  offer: 
"We'll  buy  back 
anything  we  sell  at 
any  time  for  the 
original  price." 

Collectors  hoard 
muskets,  pistols, 
swords,  belts,  can- 
teens, coffee  pots, 
epaulets,  shaving 
mugs,  stirrups,  flags, 
tobacco  boxes,  but- 
tons, photographs, 
breastplates,  money  and  maps. 
Prices  vary  widelyfA  carpet  bag 
that  Abraham  Lincoln  gave  to 
a  soldier  has  sold  for  $4,180,^ 
but  you  can  pick  up  a  vintage 
bayonet  of  more  mundane  pedi- 
gree, complete  with  scabbard, 
for  $55  to  $70.  The  big-ticket 
items  are  most  often  personal 
effects — shoulder  straps,  en- 
graved sabers  and  uniforms — 
that  once  belonged  to  big-name 
generals. 

Confederate  relics  are  more 
scarce  and  worth  more  than 
those  of  the  Union.  (So  that's 
what  they  meant  by  "The  South 
shall  rise  again"!)  "In  the  Confederate 
Army,  one  ornamental  belt  plate  was 
issued  for  every  50  soldiers,"  says 
Bailey,  who  has  been  collecting  since 
he  was  14.  "The  Union  was  much 
better  equipped."  Bailey  recently  paid 
$1,800  for  a  single  Virginia  belt 
buckle. 

South  Carolinian  Jim  Hayes  collects 
and  sells  autographs.  He  says  northern 
generals  such  as  William  T.  Sherman 
and  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  and  South- 
erners such  as  James  Longstreet  and 
Thomas  T.  "Stonewall"  Jackson,  go 
for  at  least  $2,000,  and  he  currently 
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has  a  Robert  E.  Lee  that  he  will  part 
with  for  $2,250.  Southern  cavalryman 
Jeb  Stuart  will  fetch  $1,000.  The  col- 
lector on  a  budget  can  pick  up  the 
signature  of  an  obscure  northern 
brigadier  general  for  as  little  as  $15. 
I  Adds  Hayes,  "There  have  been  so 
many  forgeries  of  Lincoln's  signature 
that  some  of  them  must  be  collect- 
ible by  now." 


It's  not  uncommon  to  see  people 
scouring  the  ground  with  metal  detec- 
tors at  Manassas  in  Virginia,  Shiloh  in 
Tennessee,  and  other  Civil  War  battle 
sites.  But  most  collectors  search  for 
treasures  at  antiques  shows,  auctions 
and  fairs.  The  largest  event  is  a  three- 
day  extravaganza  held  every  July  at — 
where  else? — Gettysburg. 

Let  the  buyer,  of  course,  beware. 
There  are  a  lot  of  fakes  floating 
around.  "Get  the  seller  to  give  you  a 
money-back  guarantee  of  authenticity 
for  higher  priced  items,"  advises 


Bailey.  Experts  also  tell  beginners  to 
buy  from  a  reputable  dealer,  get  a 
second  opinion,  read  up  on  the  field 
and  be  wary  of  auctions.  Notes  one 
dealer,  "Custer's  pistol  has  been  sold 
three  times  in  the  past  year  in  different 
parts  of  the  country." 

FOR  TRUE  Civil  War  fans,  the 
relics  they  collect  function  as  more 
than  simply  objects  to  look  at.  On  fair- 
weather  weekends,  an  estimated 
25,000  to  30,000  "re-enactors"  around 
the  country  dress  up  in  full  uniform 
and  simulate  some  of  the  war's  great 
battles.  Mark  Brower  wears  his  great- 
grandfather's belt  buckle  and  carries 
his  .44  Remington  and  an  original  sa- 
ber. His  shoes,  socks,  even  his  under- 
wear, are  all  historically  accurate. 
Reenactments  are  carefully  choreo- 
graphed to  duplicate  the  original  flow 
of  combat.  Instead  of  bullets,  black 
powder  is  fired,  and  bayonets  are  re- 
moved from  rifles.  "But  this  isn't  like 
going  bowling,"  notes  Brower.  "One 
time  I  got  bopped  on  the  head  with  the 
end  of  a  rifle." 

Such  accidents  aside,  there's  a  spe- 
cial feeling  that  Civil  War  buffs  get 
from  collecting  and  re-enacting.  As 
Brower  puts  it,  "You're  experiencing 
something  that  hasn't  been  experi- 
enced in  over  a  century."  ■ 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 


■  The  American  Civil  War  Association 
(P.O.  Box  1865,  Alexandria,  VA  22313; 
703/960-2053)  is  a  nonprofit  group  of 
approximately  1  25  members  dedicated  to 
the  preservation  of  Civil  War-era  homes 
and  battlefields. 

■  The  Company  of  Military  hiistorians 
(North  Main  Street,  Westbrook,  CT 
06498;  203/399-9460)  is  a  great  source 
of  information  for  collectors.  Yearly  dues 
of  $30  include  a  quarterly  journal. 

■  The  Civil  War  Society  (P.O.  Box  770, 
Berryville,  VA  22611;  800/247-6253) 
conducts  seminars,  historical  tours  and 
other  events.  The  yearly  membership  fee 
of  $39  includes  a  subscription  to  Civil 
War  Magazine,  a  bimonthly  that  covers 
all  aspects  of  the  v^ar,  including  leaders, 
strategy  and  collecting.  (The  magazine 
alone  costs  $19.97  a  year.) 

Dan  Gutman  is  the  author  of  it  mn  t  cheatin-  if 
YOU  DON'T  GET  CAUGHT  {Penguin),  a  book  about 
shady  baseball  practices. 


ingsToint 

W  ^^ZT    in  Tamarar.  Florida  ^ 


in  Tamarac,  Florida 

Send  the  coupon,.. 


Step  into: 


and  take  the  first  step 
to  the  rest  of  your  life. 


•  Our  friendly  seniors'  community. 

•  A  serene  suburb  of 
Individual  neighborhoods. 

•  Private  bus  service. 

•  Private  neighborhood  swimming 
pool  and  cabana  club. 

•  Magnificent  clubhouse  —  with 
card  rooms...  Classrooms...  Billiard 
room...  Heated  indoor  pool... 
Cabaret  Royale.  — 


Choose  from: 

•  Unique  Crown  Isle  Apartment  with 
expansive  Great  Room. 

•  Distinctive  Banyan  Apartment  with 
elegant  Florida  room. 

•  Pleasant  Garden  Apartment  —  every 
one  a  corner! 

From  $56,990 


Tall'  l.^ftO-^'^FNTnY  1  kings  point  in  Tamarac 
V^Oll.  I  0\J\J  UOl-.l^O^J\   ■  7600  Nob  HUl  Road,  Tamarac,  FL  33321 


7  DAYS,  9:30  AM  TO  6  PM. 


lerfnor 

^■■1  Ham*  line*  1954 


Lennar  Homes. 
Florida's  Number  One 
Builder. 


Yes,  I  am  interested.  Please  send  me  a  brochure.  j 

 I 

I 


Name. 


Address . 


City. 
^Telepl 


.State. 


.Zip. 


hone . 


The  complete  offering  terms  are  in  an  offering  plan  available  from  sponsor.  NY  CD85-423.  CD85-424,  CD85-425,  CD85-426,  CD85-427;  N.J.86/4-573; 
MA  CD86-09-075  For  correct  representations,  make  reference  to  ttie  documents  required  by  Florida  Statutes  718.503  to  be  furnished  by  a  developer  to  a 
buyer  or  lessee  Void  in  states  vnhere  prohibited  by  lav* 
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